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August 12, Thursday:  AHA! “Audubon and Ameri-
can Identity” Janice Hodson, co-Curator, Audubon’s work 
coincided with efforts by 19th century artists and writers to 
uniquely native art forms reflecting the young United 
States.  Through his birds, the French naturalist sought to interpret 
the grandeur of the untamed American wilderness. New Bedford 
Free Public Library Art Room.  3rd Floor Meeting Room.   
Time: 6 P.M..   For more information contact (508) 979-1787.  Free 
and open to the public. 
 

August 12, Thursday:  AHA! Barry Van Dusen, recognized 

wildlife artist living in central Massachusetts will showcase and 

discuss his work. His articles and paintings have been featured in 

Bird Watcher’s Digest, Birding, and Birder’s World magazines. He 

has illustrated a variety of natural history books and pocket guides 
in association with Massachusetts Audubon Society. NBAM 6:00 – 

8:00PM.  Free and open to the public. 
 

August 12, Thursday:  AHA!   “AUDUBON’S BIRDS 

FROM A LOCAL PERSPECTIVE”, Bob Maker, naturalist, 

lecture, New Bedford Art Museum. For more information contact 

(508) 961-3072.   6-8:00 P.M.  Free and open to the public. 
 

September 2010 
 

September 9, Thursday:  AHA! “COMING HOME” 
Sandra Hall, artist and author.  Original illustrations and discus-
sion from her book Coming Home, bringing alive the life of a family 
of barn swallows.  6-8:00 P.M. New Bedford Art Museum.  For more 
information contact (508) 961-3072.  Free and open to the public. 
 

September 11, Saturday:  Mass Audubon Allens 
Pond Wildlife Sanctuary, “Shore”  8:30 coffee & muffins.  
Meet at Field House.  Birding 9-11 A.M.  Adults: $5, children under 11 
are free. 1280 Horseneck Road, Westport, MA. For more informa-
tion call:  (508) 636-2437. 
 

August 2010 

DATES OF EXHIBITION  

JUNE 4 ðSEPTEMBER 11, 2010  

 AUDUBON EXHIBIT  

  EVENTS CALENDAR 

Carolina Parrot 

e-mail:  

info@newbedfordartmuseum.org 

www.newbedfordartmuseum.org 

608 Pleasant Street 

New Bedford, MA 02740 

(508) 961-3072 

JOHN JAMES AUDUBON  

     In 1820, John James Audubon embarked on what would be the defining 

experience of his life – the study and rendering of every bird species from 
eastern to central North America.   The culmination of his work, The Birds of 
America, redefined the field of ornithological illustration by creating images 

that combined a creative sensibility with scientific observation.   The liveli-

ness and immediacy of Audubon’s approach captured the public’s imagination 
in a way no similar work had, before or since.  His wild turkey, blue heron and 

Carolina parrots remain imprinted on the collective consciousness of the 

American public. 

 

     The New Bedford community is fortunate to be one of approximately  80 

U.S. public venues  to have the full collection of 435 original hand-colored 

engravings.  In 1866, whaling merchant James Arnold donated four volumes 

of John James Audubon’s first edition double-elephant folio of The Birds of 
America to The New Bedford Free Public Library.  These valuable engravings 

are stored flat in drawers, in a humidity-controlled room.  Rarely do any 

come out for public display.  This summer, in what is a major undertaking, 60 

of these engravings will be on display at the New Bedford Art Museum.  These 
Audubon engravings have not been viewed by the public in more than 30 

years. 

Guest Presenters 

Louis Doherty, Co-Curator f  Jason Eckert   f  

Maximillian L. Ferro, FAIA  f  Sandra Hall  f  Robert Hauser   f 

Janice Hodson, Co-Curator    f   

Bob Maker  f Peggi Medeiros     f  Alan Poole     

 Alan Powers   f     Barry VanDusen     f  Richard Wheeler 



April 14, Wednesday:  “Isaac Sprague & The Art of Dis-
covery.” Mass Audubon Visual Arts Center, Canton, MA.  Tour 10-11 A.M.  
Guided tour with curator, Sally Sapienza.    Massachusetts artist Isaac 
Sprague was one of the greatest American bird and botanical artists of 
the 19th century, working alongside two giants of natural science, artist-
naturalist John James Audubon and Harvard botanist Asa Gray.  Admis-
sion: $5.00.  Car pool.  Meet at Wamsutta Club at 9 A.M.  For more infor-
mation contact: Susan Gabert (617) 320-8703. 
 

April 8, Thursday:  AHA! “Preserving Audubon’s 
Birds”  6:30 P.M. & 7:30 P.M.  Robert Hauser, master conservator, 
speaking on the challenges and discoveries encountered during the proc-
ess of conserving some of the  60 Audubon engravings not seen by the 
public in over 30 years.  New Bedford Free Public Library, 3rd Floor, For 
more information contact Janice Hodson: (508) 979-1787.  Free and open 

to the public. 
 

April 10, Saturday:  Mass Audubon, Al-
lens Pond Wildlife Sanctuary “Thicket, 
Shrublands and Swamp Edges”  8:30 A.M. coffee & 
muffins.  Meet at Field House.  Birding 9-11 A.M.  Adults: 
$5, children under 11 are free.  For more information 
contact: 1280 Horseneck Road, Westport, MA  (508) 636
-2437. 
 

April 24, Saturday:  AUDUBON’S BIRTHDAY PARTY!  
Come celebrate Audubon’s 225th birthday with a wine and champagne 
reception with hors d’oeurves! Special preview of 10 of the Audubon en-
gravings.  Tickets $60 for one or $110 for two.   5:30—8:30 P.M.  at the  
Wamsutta Club.  For more information contact New Bedford Art  Museum 
(508) 961-3072.  
 

May 2010 
 

May 8, Saturday:  Mass Audubon Allens Pond Wildlife 
Sanctuary: ”Open Fields, Pastures & Nestboxes,”   8:30 A.M. coffee 
& muffins.  Birding 9-11 A.M.  Meet at Field House.  Adults: $5, children 
under 11 are free.  For more information contact: , 1280 Horseneck Road, 
Westport, MA  (508) 636-2437. 
 

June 2010 
 

June 5, Saturday: Opening Reception: Taking Flight! 
The Birds of John James Audubon.  New Bedford Art Mu-
seum.  Cash bar and  hors d’oeurves. For more information contact NBAM 
(508) 961-3072.  4:30– 6:30 p.m.   Free and open to the public.   

 

 

June 5, Saturday:  “Haunted Cry of a Long Gone 
Bird”  Richard Wheeler will present his NOVA documentary that fol-
lowed his 1500-mile kayak trek from Newfoundland to Massachusetts along 
the migration path of the extinct seabird the Great Auk.  Followed by a walk 
to the New Bedford Art Museum for more discussion and to see the exhibi-
tion.  New Bedford Free Public Library, 3:00 P.M..  For more information call 
(508) 979-1787.  Free and open to the public. 
 

June 10, Thursday:  AHA! “New Bedford: August 1842: 
Here I am! At  Friend Page’s”.   Local New Bedford historian 
and preservation activist Peggi Medeiros  discusses John James Audu-
bon’s close ties to New Bedford, using his diaries, letters and account 
books to describe his very real affection for the city and its residents.  
Audubon’s friendship with John H. Page, one of New Bedford’s least known 
and most important lawyers, art collectors and residents, was deep, last-
ing and, until recently, undiscovered.  New Bedford Art Museum , 8:00 P.M.  
For more information contact NBAM (508) 961-3072.  Free and open to the 
public. 
 

June 12, Saturday:  Mass Audubon Allens Pond Wild-
life Sanctuary “Woodlands & Streams”  
Coffee & muffins 8:30 A.M.  Birding 9-11 A.M.  
Meet at Field House.  Adults: $5, children under 11 
are free. For more information contact:   1280 
Horseneck Road, Westport  MA  (508) 636-2437. 
 

June 19, Saturday: “John James 
Audubon: The Good, the Bad and the Immortal.” Louis 
Doherty, co-curator of Taking Flight!   Doherty has been researching 
Audubon for 30 years.  He will explore Audubon’s life and his art.  10-11 A.M.    
Coffee and pastries.  For more information contact New Bedford Art Mu-
seum (508) 961-3072.  Free and open to the public. 
 

July 2010 
July 8, Thursday:  AHA! “Kids Rule!” Bird vocalizations/
communication: ―Sing along with Birds‖ with Alan Powers;  Bird Sketch-
ing/Illustration with Jason Eckhardt; ―Bird Carving & More!‖6:00 –8 P.M. 
at  NBAM. For more information contact (508) 961-3072.   Free and open to 
the public. 
 

July 10, Saturday:  Mass Audubon Allens Pond Wild-
life Sanctuary “Barrier Beach & Heathland”  Coffee & muffins 8:30 
A.M.  Birding 9-11 A.M.  Meet at Field House.  Adults: $5, children under 11 are 
free.  For more information contact:  1280 Horseneck Road, Westport, MA 
(508) 636-2437. 
 

July 15, Thursday:  “The Great Quaker Homes of 
John James Audubon’s New Bedford Friends” Maxi-
millian L. Ferro, FAIA,  Ferro is a practicing architect, historical archi-
tect and architectural historian.  His company has restored and cared 
for all the great mansions of the Preservation Society of Newport.  A 
more ambitious book by Mr. Ferro, How to Love and Care for Your Old 
Building in New Bedford, was commissioned by that city to acquaint 
property owners with their architectural heritage and its proper repair 
and maintenance.  New Bedford Free Public Library, 7:00 P.M.  For more 
information contact (508) 990-2130.  Free and open to the public. 
 

July 17, Saturday:  Historical Homes 
Walking Tour “In Audubon’s Steps”  
Maximillian L. Ferro, FAIA.   and Peggi Medeiros. 
Visit the wealthy Quaker homes of the time when 
Audubon visited New Bedford: James Arnold 
(Wamsutta Club), William Rotch, Jr., Andrew Robe-
son, Benjamin Rodman and William Rodman. These 
homes all illustrate the ―plain style‖ of the times.  A 
special study of the relevant architectural details of the Rotch Jones 
Duff House will be a focus.  Learn about the contrast between the 
Quaker Meeting House and the Unitarian Church built by the group, led 
by Rotch, who left Meeting to become Pastoral Quakers.   10:00 A.M..  
Tour will assemble at the Unitarian Church Parish House for coffee at 
9:30 A.M. 71 8th Street, New Bedford, MA.   For more information contact 
(508) 990-2130.  Free and open to the public. 
 

July 17, Saturday:  Cocktail Reception for Max 
Ferro, FAIA, guest of honor.  “Welcome back to New Bedford! “ 
6:30 P.M.  110 Clinton Street, New Bedford.  Donations in the name of 
Friends of the New Bedford Free Public Library for the further preserva-
tion of the Audubon engravings are appreciated. To R.S.V.P. and for more 
information contact (508) 990-2130. 
 

July 29, Thursday:  “Audubon as Inspiration”  

Alan Poole, editor, Birds of America, c/o Smithsonian and Cornell Labs.    
6 P.M. cash bar with wine and beer and hors d’oeurves.  7 P.M. Lecture.   
New Bedford Art Museum.  $20 per person.  For more information and to 
R.S.V.P. contact (508) 961-3072. 

 

 
 

August 7, Saturday:  Mass Audubon Allens Pond 
Wildlife Sanctuary “Salt Marsh”  8:30 coffee & muffins.  Meet at 
Field House.  Birding 9-11 A.M.  Adults: $5, children under 11 are free.  
1280 Horseneck Road, Westport, MA  For more information call:  (508) 
636-2437. 

April 2010 
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